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Lexington, Kentucky 2017
Forty-one MACS-8ers met at the Lexington
Hilton Embassy Suites from September 20-24th
for our 24th consecutive reunion! Excellent
hosting by Larry and Rose Benoit (Sig and Janet
Stenmark who were to co-host could not make
it due to Hurricane Irma hitting Florida) as they
welcomed us to the horse country of
Lexington, Kentucky. The weather was
perfect, in the 80’s during our time there. We gathered and talked in the hotel
lobby and on the patio facing the large duck pond where there were many
tables and chairs. On Wednesday night we all went to the Palms Restaurant
which was close by and had a delicious supper. During the day many people
went to the 200 year old Buffalo
Trace Distillery, a National Historic
Landmark, while others went to the
Corvette Museum and some folks
went to other distilleries, like
Woodford Reserve. On Thursday we
had an excellent meal and good
comradery again at the Palms
Restaurant. Many of the ladies
shopped at the local Mall or at stores in the area including the Joseph- Beth
Booksellers. About a dozen folks went on the Bluegrass Tour of horse farms in the
area and were allowed in the paddocks where they got to see the race horses up
close!
Friday, the 22nd was another beautiful day and it was decided that we would go to
the Bistro at Joseph-Beth for supper where we all were accomodated and had a
great meal. An unfortunate accident happened to Edna Karvonen who fell going
up the escalator. Fortunately, except for a bump on the head and some cuts and
bruises, she was fine except she was very
sore on Saturday! The Hilton was a large
complex with six floors and the suites were
wonderful. We all had a nice breakfast every
morning and the management treated us
every day from 5 till 8 with a complementary
drink and snacks! Also on Friday, a local from
the Louisville area, Ron Jamison, came and
had a good day talking with his old buddies.
Our Saturday night dinner was held in a room on the lobby floor and was just a
good size for all of us for the buffet dinner and the reunion meeting. Larry Benoit
welcomed us and then Tom Redus read the MACS-8 Marine names of those who
passed away from the Memorial List. He then gave a breakdown of the MACS-8
financial fund monies and it was determined that the monies would remain in the

reunion account. The door prizes were many, most notable were a red
metal USMC MACS-8 plaque given by Jim and Carol Liston and won by Will
Taylor. Also the MACS-8 afghan crocheted by Cindy Burrier was won by
Bob Stare . After the raffle, Tom asked if there was anyone who would
like to host next year’s reunion, and Larry Benoit said that Sig Stenmark
and he would co-host Savannah, Georgia and everyone approved.
As the late meeting was closed, everyone said their goodbyes and
proceeded to go to their hotel rooms. Most people were leaving Sunday
morning for their one or two day trip home. It was great seeing all who attended and a big “THANK YOU” for
coming the distance and making Lexington a great reunion!
Thanks to the photographers who contributed to this newsletter: Marge Redus, Jennifer Miller, and Jim
Ferguson. Kent (K.A.) Miller
MACS-8ers: If you change your email address please notify me at dude43@aol.com. If you are on the
mailing list please let Tom/Marge Redus know if you want to receive the newsletters, etc. or NOT, so we
can reduce our costs for printing and mailing. Thank you and Semper Fi!
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Thank you to Larry and Rose Benoit for hosting Lexington, KY..
All of the MACS-8 attendees appreciate all the hard work you
did to make this a memorable reunion!!

Those Who Proudly Attended....
Larry and Rose Benoit
Tom and Marge Redus
Larry and Pam Fellows
Kent and Jennifer Miller
Bob Stare
Jim and Carol Liston
Mary Ann Pendergraft and Tiffany Goodwin
Jim and Betty Ferguson
Kent Parker and Judy Illich
Ray and Edna Karvonen
Larry and Stephanie Butts
Tim Theimer
Cindy Burrier
Jerry and Marilyn Bledsoe
Bob and Sue Jordan
John and Donna Rannochio
Will and Linda Taylor
John and Pat Ferguson
John and Pat Freeman
Alex and Kathy Bann
Anne Kearney
Jerry and Tina Thomas
Ron Jamison

Next year’s reunion will be in Savannah, Georgia

