
Springfield, Illinois 2019
The 26th MACS-8 REUNION took place on September 25-29, 2019, in
Springfield, Illinois, at the Candlewood Suites and was hosted by Jim & Carol
Liston. The weather was warm and balmy and did not hamper us during the 3
days of sight seeing. There were 32 people who attended and 22 of us toured
the Lincoln Museum and Old State Capitol in downtown Springfield on
Thursday the 26th. Everyone went to dinner Thursday night at Blue Margarita,
located a few blocks from our hotel. On Friday morning a group of 20 traveled
25 miles west of Springfield to the boyhood home of Abraham Lincoln. He
lived in Salem from the age of 22 to 28, involved in a few businesses and learning to be a lawyer, which he took
up office relocating to Springfield. On our trip back to Springfield around noon, we stopped for lunch at
Morning Star Mercantile Cafe in Salisbury. Friday evening we all caravanned to Mariah's Steakhouse & Pasta,
and most of us enjoyed the Friday night Special Prime Rib! Saturday morning we did a walking tour of the

home that Abraham Lincoln and his family lived in prior to moving to Washington DC
when he became our 16th President. Saturday afternoon we toured Lincoln's Tomb, along
with nearby War Memorials in the same cemetery. Our Saturday night dinner was held at
the Char House Restaurant, located next to our hotel. A buffet dinner was served and
dessert was a MACS-8 decorated cake. The following information was shared by Jim
Liston regarding some of our Marine brothers: Sig Stenmark was unable to attend due to
a planned medical procedure (recovering nicely) and Bob Stare was receiving dialysis
(Bob passed away on Oct 21). Jerry Crutchfield is in good health but not willing to travel
at this time. Jerry Thomas lost a childhood friend and was helping with necessary
arrangements in Arizona. Tom Plantz is having a few
medical problems also. Ralph Searles was hoping to

attend but unable to do so due to a recent shoulder replacement. Hopefully
we will see him next year. About a month prior to the reunion Jim Liston
got a phone call from Bill Wilson in Arizona. He had been surfing the net
and discovered our MACS-8 website! The conversation lasted nearly 2
hours and Bill would have loved to attend but his wife needs his attention
and care. When we returned stateside in May 1965, he and Larry Schramn
continued their friendship after leaving the Corps in 1966. Larry married a

girl in Arizona and in 1973 he fell to his death while working on high rise
construction in Yuma. One other person that Jim was able to contact was Lt.
Bob Webster, who was in charge of the MACS-8 cruise book. He and his
wife are 80 and live on a outer bank of North Carolina. He's hoping to
possibly attend our next reunion. There were numerous door prizes at the
dinner this year and everyone was given 5 tickets. Jerry and Marilyn Bledsoe
won the MACS-8 quilt made by Cindy Burrier! It was discussed that next
year we will sell tickets to pad the bank account for necessary expenses. The
last item of business was deciding where we would go next year and Larry &
Rose Benoit will be hosting the 27th MACS-8 REUNION in Memphis,
Tenneesee on September 23-27, 2020. See ya all there!

Thanks to photographers Jim Liston, Mary Ann Pendergraft, Marge Redus and Jim Ferguson..

Jim Liston
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26th Reunion Photos...







2020 MACS-8 Reunion will be in Memphis, Tennessee



Those Who Proudly Attended....

Jim and Carol Liston

Tom and Marge Redus

Larry and Rose Benoit

Mary Ann Pendergraft with Tiffany Goodwin

Jim and Betty Ferguson

Ray and Edna Karvonen

John and Pat Ferguson

Roy McCarley with Joan Alexander

Bob and Sue Jordan

Jerry and Marilyn Bledsoe

Larry and Stephanie Butts

Alex and Kathy Bann

Tim Theimer

Ray Folley

John Walker with Lori Barret

Larry and Pam Fellows

John and Donna Rannochio

Thanks to the above MACS-8ers for attending this year’s reunion!






